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Sunday, June 6, 2010 
By David “Sumoflam” Kravetz 
http://www.sumoflam.biz  
Lexington, Kentucky 
AirBooneExpress@photofabrications.com 
 
**DUE TO OUT OF TOWN ROAD TRIPS (INCLUDING A TRIP T O 
CLEVELAND TO WATCH THE BLAZE), THIS EDITION OF THE AIRBOONE 
EXPRESS IS COVERING THE LAST THREE WEEKS OF GAMES 
 
Visit Aaron’s website and journal: http://www.aaronrboone.com  
Aaron’s Blaze Page: http://www.utblaze.com/booneaaron.php  
Visit the AFL Website @ www.arenafootball.com 
Visit the Blaze Website @ www.utblaze.com 
 

 
Got to http://www.blazenation.com to join Fan Club 

 
��
Archives of the AirBoone Express are available on Aaron’s website. 
 
**If you would like to share your photos of Aaron Boone  for the AirBoone 
express, please email them to me at address above. You will be credited. 
 



In this edition: 
 -Blaze lose three games, continue to tumble 
 -New coaching staff for Blaze 
 -AirBoone continues to play well, sets career record 
 -Photo Gallery 

-AirBoone’s Stats 
-Utah Blaze schedule 
 

Blaze fumble their way to three losses 
 

 
(photo by Scott Klepper/SportsPageMagazine.com) 
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The Utah Blaze have had a miserable three weeks of football as they fumbled 18 times in 
three games and lost 12 of them, many resulting n scores for opponents.  The miscues 
have been devastating as the Blaze lost by lopsided scores: Spokane 77, Utah 28 on May 
22; Arizona 83, Utah 58 on May 28 and Cleveland 75, Utah 39 on June 4.  
 



In the midst of all of this, the Blaze also replaced the coaching staff, lost their starting QB 
and have had to stumble their way back home. In the Spokane, QB Brett Elliott broke his 
hand and will be out for a few weeks. At Cleveland the Blaze introduced their new 
coaches and a new QB, Mark Thorson, came on the scene. 
 

 
New Blaze QB Mark Thorson takes his first snap 

(photo by David Kravetz) 
 
After playing their hearts out on National TV against the Milwaukee Iron, the team has 
struggled to get their composure back.  But, as I sat behind the team during the loss in 
Cleveland, I did not sense dejection.  They continued to talk it up and fight to the end.  
The Blaze will come firing back at the end of the season under Coach James. 
 

   
Aaron Boone, before the game and in between plays at Cleveland 

(photos by David Kravetz) 
 

 
 



 
New Coaching Staff for Blaze 

 
After a miserable start of the season, the Utah Blaze fired Head Coach Ernesto Purnsley 
and his staff and returned to former Blaze assistant Ron James to take the reigns.  Coach 
James brings with him a couple of AF2 coaches in Jermaine Younger (OL/DL) and Jeff 
Hoffman (Defensive Coord).  Ironically, Coach James was the Gladiators head coach at 
Las Vegas and his first game of 2010 was in Cleveland against theses same Gladiators. 
 

   
Coach Ron James in his first 2010 game as head coach of the Blaze 

(photos by David Kravetz) 
 

AirBoone Continues to Sizzle 
Breaks Career Season TD Mark 

 

 
AirBoone makes one of two one-handed TD receptions against the Rattlers 

(photo by Scott Klepper/SportsPageMagazine.com) 



After his amazing 7 TD game against the Milwaukee Iron, Aaron Boone has continued to 
sizzle and shine, despite the difficult losses the last three weeks.  After 8 games this 
season, AirBoone is tied for 3rd in the league in TD receptions with 24, which is also hs 
career high for a season. Cleveland’s Ben Nelson is the league leader with 31 (in 9 
games).  Aaron is also 12th in the league n receptions. 
 

 
AirBoone gets his career season high 24th TD catch at Cleveland 

(photo by David Kravetz) 
 
AirBoone had 2 TD catches against Spokane, 4 at Arizona and one more at Cleveland. At 
Arizona he also enjoyed his highest production of the season in total yards with 161 and 
he also had his longest TD receptions of the season with 32 and 42 yard grabs in the 1st 
Quarter. 
 
In an interview after the game, Aaron Boone noted his continued to excitement in playing 
again this season, despite the losses.  He loves being with Utah and having this 
opportunity to do what he loves and to do it well.  And, as the team veteran, he is happy 
to be a mentor to the younger players on the team. 
 
So far this season Aaron Boone has caught TD passes in every game and continues his 
streak from the 2008 season.  He caught his career season high 24th in Cleveland on June 
4 and is only halfway through the season. 

 
 
 



AirBoone Photo Gallery 
 

While in Cleveland last weekend I was able to get some fun photos of AirBoone in 
action. Following are a few of my shots (all photos below by David Kravetz.) 
 

 
AirBoone with my Solomon 

 

 
Getting pumped before the game 



 
 
 

 



 
One important role of a receiver: blocking 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 





 
 

 
 

 



 
Dejection after a tough loss in Cleveland 

 

Blaze at home on June 12 to take on Chicago Rush 
�

The next game for the Blaze will be on June 12 at home when they take on the Chicago 
Rush for the second time this season. They lost earlier this season at Chicago 63-40, but 
look to return back and start winning again.  All games are broadcast LIVE on The 
Zone 1280 in Salt Lake City. 

 
Boone-o-Meter Stats for 2010: 
 
After 8 games 
 
Passes caught: 62 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane: 8 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama: 8 
-Game 3 at Chicago: 9 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport: 8 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee: 10 
-Game 6 at Spokane: 6 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona: 7 
-Game 8 at Cleveland: 6 
 
Total Yards: 677 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane: 90 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama: 84 
-Game 3 at Chicago: 78 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport: 92 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee: 80 
-Game 6 at Spokane: 42 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona: 161 
-Game 8 at Cleveland: 50 



 
Longest Reception: 42 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona: 42 yard TD reception in 1st Quarter 
 
Touchdowns: 24 (career season high) 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane 3Q: 3 yd TD pass from Bret Elliott 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane 4Q: 9 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama 3Q: 7 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama 4Q: 13 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 3 at Chicago 1Q: 4 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 3 at Chicago 3Q: 10 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 3 at Chicago 4Q: 2 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport 1Q: 16 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport 2Q: 4 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport 3Q: 6 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 1Q: 11 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 2Q: 1 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 2Q: 11 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 3Q: 12 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 3Q: 4 yd TD pass from Elliott 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee 4Q: 3 yd TD pass from Elliott (career game record 6th) 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee OT: 12 yd TD pass from Elliott (career game record 7th) 
-Game 6 at Spokane 3Q: 1 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck 
-Game 6 at Spokane 4Q: 1 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona 1Q: 32 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona 1Q: 42 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck (season longest) 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona 2Q: 14 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona 4Q: 30 yd TD pass from Michael Affleck 
-Game 8 at Cleveland 2Q: 7 yd pass from Michael Affleck (season career record) 
 
Points After Touchdowns: 3 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane 4Q: PAT from Elliott 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama 3Q: PAT from Elliott 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama 4Q: PAT from Elliott 
 
First Downs: 24 
-Game 1 vs. Spokane: 3 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama: 3 
-Game 3 at Chicago: 4 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport: 4 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee: 1 
-Game 6 at Spokane: 2 
-Game 7 vs. Arizona: 3 
-Game 8 at Cleveland: 4 
 
 



Returns: 1 
-Game 6 at Spokane: 1 kick return for 15 yards 
 
 
Tackles: 7 
-Game 2 vs. Alabama: 2 
-Game 3 at Chicago: 1 
-Game 4 vs. Bossier-Shreveport: 1 
-Game 5 at Milwaukee: 1 
-Game 8 at Cleveland: 2 
  
AirBoone’s AFL Career Stats thru June 6, 2010 
 
Passes caught:  295 
Total Yards: 3373 
Longest Reception: 45 yards 
Receiving Touchdowns: 74 
Points after Touchdown: 3 
Rushes: 1 
Rushing Yds.: 4 
Kick returns: 6 
Kick Return Yds: 76 
Kick Return TDs: 1 ( 9 yds in 2007) 
Tackles: 16 
 
Career Highs: 
 
Receptions in a game: 14 Utah vs Georgia March 29, 2008 
Total yards in a game: 170 Utah vs Georgia  March 29, 2008 
Longest reception in AFL: 45 yards in 3Q vs. Orlando  March 14, 2008 
First downs in a game: 10  Utah vs Georgia  March 29, 2008 
Touchdowns in a game: 7 Utah at Milwaukee, May 14, 2010 
Receptions in a season: 135 in 2008 
Touchdowns in a season: 24 in 2010 
Total Yards in a season: 1526 in 2008 
 
 
Items of note: 
-In only his second game in the AFL, while with the Kansas City Brigade, AirBoone set 
franchise single-game records for receptions (13), yards (157) and touchdowns (5) 
- Boone was one of three Blaze receivers to record 1,500-plus receiving yards, 100-plus 
receptions and 20-plus TD receptions in the regular season in 2008. It is the only time the 
feat has been done in AFL history. 
-Selected to the AFL All-Rookie Team in 2006 
-Selected as Kansas City Brigade Rookie of the Year in 2006 
-Breaks the 3000 yard career receiving mark on April 30, 2010 



Following is the 2010 Utah Blaze Schedule.  Note that the April 23 and 
May 14 games will be televised nationally on the NFL Channel. 
�

Date Visitor Home Time TV Record 
4/9 Spokane Shock - 68 Utah Blaze - 34      7 PM MST      0-1 
4/17 Albama Vipers - 63 Utah Blaze - 54      7 PM MST      0-2 
4/23 Utah Blaze - 40 Chicago Rush - 63 7:30 PM CST      NFL     0-3 
4/30 Boss/Shreveport - 46 Utah Blaze - 65      7 PM MST      1-3 
5/14 Utah Blaze - 55 Mil. Iron – 56        7 PM CST         NFL     1-4 
5/22 Utah Blaze - 28 Spok Shock - 77     7 PM PST      1-5 
5/28 Arizona Rattlers - 83 Utah Blaze - 58      7 PM PST       1-6 
6/4 Utah Blaze - 39 Clev. Gladiators – 78 7:30 PM EST      1-7 
6/12 Chicago Rush  Utah Blaze        7 PM MST 
6/19  Tampa Bay Storm Utah Blaze        7 PM MST 
6/26 Utah Blaze  Iowa Barnstorm     7 PM CST 
7/2 Milwaukee Iron Utah Blaze        7 PM MST 
7/9 Jacksonville Sharks Utah Blaze        7 PM MST 
7/16  Utah Blaze  Arizona Rattlers     7 PM MST 
7/24 Utah Blaze  Dallas Vigilantes    7 PM CST 
7/31 Utah Blaze  Alabama Vipers      7 PM CST  


