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Panthers.com has feature story on Aaron Boone 
 
The Carolina Panthers website had a feature article on Aaron 
Boone yesterday.  Here it is in its entirety.  Also, there were 
some comments on a couple of other sites and I have added those 
at the bottom--- 
 
Boone on another mission  
August 15, 2005 
 
By Brett Borden 
Panthers.com 
 
Aaron Boone looks at the Panthers depth chart at wide receiver and realizes the task ahead of 
him. In search of an NFL roster spot, he has to beat out some very talented football players. But 
don't bet against him. He's already been on a mission once in his life.  
 
"There is a lot of talent here," said Boone, who at the age of 19 served a two-year mission in 
Peru. "My mindset is just like every other place I've been. I've started at the bottom and worked 
my way up. That's what I like about Coach (John) Fox and the whole organization. They are 
always preaching that it's not where you start but where you finish. I just have to survive. I've 
always been written off wherever I've been. I'm going to get my break sooner or later."  

It may have come sooner, if not for the mission. A two-year starter at quarterback at Millard 
Fillmore HS in Fillmore, UT, Boone earned all-state honors in football, basketball and baseball. 
He got scholarship offers from decent schools, but instead of learning where to be on third down, 
he was helping rebuild homes in the third world.  
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"You don't get paid for it," he said. "It steers you in the direction of doing something unselfish and 
something different. I saved up for it. I'm fluent in Spanish now, which comes in handy here."  

Boone's multilingual skills are needed when fellow wide receiver Hugo Lira doesn't quite 
understand what wide receivers coach Richard Williamson is trying to say in his heavy Southern 
drawl.  

"I translate a new saying for him every day, because Coach will say something and Hugo will 
have no idea what's going on," said Boone. "Some of them are hard, because some football 
sayings don't really translate all that well."  

One thing that Boone has never lost in translation is work ethic. The experience in Peru saw to 
that. He lost 30 pounds while there, then returned to play football at Snow Junior College in Utah, 
where he switched to wide receiver. He went on to star at Kentucky, where he led the Wildcats 
with 41 catches for 706 yards and an SEC-leading 10 touchdowns as a senior. The ups and 
downs continued after graduation, however.  

Boone pulled a quad muscle right before the NFL Combine and didn't get drafted. He went to 
Dallas as an undrafted rookie free agent, but separated his shoulder in the third week of the 
preseason with the Cowboys. Chicago signed Boone the next season and allocated him to NFL 
Europe. He tore an abdominal muscle and bruised a kidney his last week of camp with the Bears.  

Carolina signed Boone in March and immediately sent him back to Europe, where he was 
assigned to the Berlin Thunder. Boone earned all-NFL Europe honors after leading the league 
with 43 receptions for 582 yards and five touchdowns. So here Boone is, in his fifth professional 
training camp in just over two years, trying to beat the odds and make the roster.  

"It's a slower game now," said Boone. "When you first start out, things are going like 100 miles 
per hour out there and you're trying to process it all."  

Boone's first preseason reception in the NFL was a 26-yard touchdown catch from Stefan LeFors 
in Carolina's 28-10 victory over Washington on Saturday at Bank of America Stadium. He 
described the play, and the feeling of scoring in the NFL.  

"I'm probably the second or third read on that play," said Boone. "I beat (my man) initially right 
over the middle and was looking for a quick ball. (Washington) ran a Cover 2 with both safeties 
up and I was trying to split them. I looked back for the ball and didn't see it. But there's something 
about left-handed quarterbacks that I've had luck with. I played with Jared Lorenzen at Kentucky 
and Dave Ragone in Berlin, and now Stefan. He rolled out left, and I have always been able to 
make plays when the route breaks off and everything is chaos. I saw he was scrambling over my 
shoulder and I just took off running. I thought I was going to have to go out of the end zone to 
catch it, but he had enough arm strength to get it to me on time.  

"Once you catch it and see the signal from the referee, it's pure excitement. It's fun. That's what 
you play for is to score touchdowns. I celebrated like it was my first one ever."  

He celebrated like a man on a mission, again.  

 



Panthers Head Coach said the following to reporters on a question 
about the Wide Receivers: 

On players battling for the final wide receiver roster spot: We've got a good, young group 
there: Taylor Stubblefield, Efrem Hill, Aaron Boone, and Drew Carter, who a lot of people 
don't know about. There are some guys that are making their presence felt. You ask these 
guys to give their best and compete, and so far those guys are doing a nice job.  

These excerpts come from the Gaston Gazette: 
 

A promising start 
By: Steve Reed 

Gazette Sports Reporter 
    

CHARLOTTE — In the wake of Saturday night’s impressive showing by the Carolina 
Panthers in the preseason opener, you couldn’t help but wonder — are the Panthers 
this good or are Joe Gibbs’ Washington Redskins still this bad?  

Regardless, the Panthers gave their fans exactly what they wanted on this humid 
August night — reason to believe that they will live up to high expectations this fall.  

On an emotional night in which the team retired Sam Mills’ No. 51 jersey, Carolina’s 
first and second teams dominated the action in the first half and the Panthers cruised
to their 10th straight preseason win, posting a 28-10 victory in front of 61,699 at 
Bank of America Stadium. The Panthers have not lost a preseason game since Aug. 
23, 2002.  

Rookie Stefan LeFors played well in the fourth quarter, throwing a pair of 
touchdowns — one to Drew Carter and the other a 26-yard strike to NFL 
Europe star Aaron Boone.  
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Panthers QB LeFors impressive in first NFL action 

By: Steve Reed 
Gazette Sports Reporter 

    

CHARLOTTE — When asked after Saturday night’s game why the Carolina Panthers 
drafted quarterback Stefan LeFors in the fourth round, head coach John Fox said it 
was because there was “something sparky about the guy.”  

Well, Panther fans saw a little bit of Mr. Sparky himself during the 
preseason opener when LeFors improvised after being flushed from the 
pocket, rolled out and fired a 26-yard touchdown pass to Aaron Boone on 
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the run.  

“It was a downfield play and we had a guy run down the middle of the field 
and I felt like he was covered,” LeFors said. “The clock in my head went off 
so I got out of there and I’m a lefty, so naturally I’m going to take off to the 
left, and Aaron Boone saw me scrambling and he did what he was supposed 
to do — run with me. And he made a play.”  

It was one of two touchdown passes for LeFors, the other coming on 1-yard 
fade route to Drew Carter.  
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KEY DATES 
8/16 – Training Camp continues in Spartanburg 
8/20 – Panthers @ New York Giants pre-season game 
8/24 – Training Camp Ends 
8/26 – Panthers @ Cleveland Browns pre-season game 
8/30 – Roster cut down to 65 players 
9/1 – Panthers vs. Pittsburgh Steelers pre-season game 
9/4 – Roster cut down to 53 players 
9/11 – Regular Season begins 
 
During training camp, the Panthers will normally practice twice a day at 9:10 
a.m. and 3:10 p.m. with each practice session lasting between 90 minutes and 
two hours.  A detailed practice schedule and other training camp info can be 
found here: 
 
http://www.panthers.com/news/trainingcamp.jsp
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