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Ready to go 

April 1, 2005
By Matt Kramer
NFL Europe 

  

Berlin's quarterback 

Dave Ragone is eager to 

hit the field to face 

Frankfurt. (waynepaulo.

com)   

 

Nearly six weeks ago they arrived in Tampa, Fla., eager to show the world what they 
are made of. After intense weeks in the scorching Florida sun – and a week more 
spent thousands of miles across the world in Germany -- the time has finally come 
for the defending World Bowl champion Berlin Thunder to kick off its 2005 season. 

“We’re really excited and we’re ready to go out there against Frankfurt,” fullback 
Brian Johnson said. “We’ve been through training camp in Tampa, and we’re here in 
Europe excited to open up the season.” 

Berlin’s matchup against Frankfurt will be the third game between the two teams in 
the League’s last four regular season weeks. The Thunder, of course, also knocked 
off Frankfurt in World Bowl XII, winning 30-24. 

“Like I said, we worry about ‘this’ game and only this one,” head coach Rick Lantz 
said. “I’ve told our guys, look, we don’t have an alibi.” 

Lantz, who went 9-1 during his first full-time head coaching spot, has yet to lose to Frankfurt. Yet everyone knows 
that in NFL Europe, because the players come in for only a season or so, that whatever happened last year is 
irrelevant. However, the Thunder brought back nearly their entire coaching staff and eight players, including wide 
receiver Aaron Boone, and All-NFL Europe center Ben Claxton. 

“We only really saw Frankfurt in the first scrimmage, so we’re not too sure what they have done since then,” wide 
receiver Michael Jennings said. “I know that they have some good cornerbacks, so that will present a challenge.” 

The opening of this season will be the first time in eight years that Jennings will play an entire season of football. 
After playing in high school, Jennings ran track and field at Florida State University, before deciding that football 
was his passion and pursuing the sport after graduation. Jennings has made NFL teams as a member of their 
practice squads, but this is the first time that he is able to compete for a championship since 1997. 

“I didn’t want to let the opportunity to pursue my dream pass me by,” Jennings said. “I knew I couldn’t let a chance 
to do what I loved doing go by without me giving it a shot.” Jennings now has his shot, and as wide receiver of the 
Thunder he should expect to see his share of balls thrown his way in 2005. 

Thunder Bolts 
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●     Saturday nights game is scheduled for a 6 p.m. kickoff inside Olympic Stadium in Berlin. DirecTV will 
broadcast the game. 

●     National wide receiver Hugo Lira has replaced Cal Murray on the depth chart as the other kick returner 
alongside Michael Jennings. Murray still remains as the punt returner. 
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