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Sports » Football  » News Tuesday, August 27, 2002  

'Us against the world' not Morriss' style  

By Michael Smith  
The Courier-Journal 

 
LEXINGTON, Ky. -- Few people think the University of Kentucky 
can beat the University of Louisville. In most college football circles, 
UK gets no respect. And the Wildcats will go into Sunday's 6 p.m. 
game as a definitive underdog.  

If ever there were a worthy candidate for the ''us against the world'' 
ploy, it would be the Wildcats. At 4-18 the past two seasons, they've 
earned it.  

But don't expect UK coach Guy Morriss to take the ''no respect'' 
approach that has become as popular with teams as the bobblehead 
doll.  

''That's just not my style,'' he said yesterday.  

The Cardinals are coming off an 11-2 season and their second straight Conference USA 
championship. The Wildcats have come close their share of times, but they've failed to notch 
that win against a ranked foe that might signal a rebirth of the program.  

Playing the role of underdog, however, is not a form of motivation that becomes these Cats.  

''That's what I like about this team,'' senior receiver Aaron Boone said. ''The feeling you get in 
the locker room and on the practice field is not like we have to prove something or that we 
don't get any respect. We just feel like we're a good team and we're going to prove it on the 
field.  

''We can talk all day about it, but we've got to be about it. That's what the coaches tell us. It's 
kind of a neat feeling because we're very confident going into the season. It's a quiet 
confidence we have, and we're anxious to see what we can do. It's a business-like 
atmosphere.''  

While the underdog role has been used as an effective motivational tool -- poor-mouthing 
South Carolina coach Lou Holtz comes to mind -- Morriss isn't sure that's the best direction 
for this team.  

The Wildcats are looking to build on their off-season work on the field and in the weight 
room. They feel better about their knowledge of the offensive and defensive schemes.  

Plus, the ''us against the world'' speech would get pretty tired a 
few weeks into the season.  

 

Morriss 
 
 

KENTUCKY AT LOUISVILLE 

When: 6 p.m. EDT Sunday 
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''We'll probably be underdogs almost every week that we 
play,'' Morriss said. ''In their minds, I think they might have a 
little chip on their shoulder that they've got something to 
prove. They want to prove these prognosticators wrong.''  

If UK has a chip on its shoulder, it could be the result of coming so close against national 
powers Louisiana State, Tennessee and Georgia last season but not earning sufficient respect. 
In their minds, the Wildcats have proved that they belong on the field with the best. It's just 
that no one is listening.  

A win over the 17th-ranked Cardinals would perk up some ears.  

''They've got a good team; everybody knows that,'' UK senior linebacker Morris Lane said. 
''But we've got a good team, too. We can compete; we can play with them.  

''I've been here long enough to see both sides. Being the underdog, it keeps you anxious; you 
always want a little more. Being a favorite, you know teams are gunning for you.''  

Aside from the occasional off-season comments about the rivalry, the players from UK and U 
of L have been fairly tame in the weeks leading up to the game.  

That could come from the fact that U of L is entering the season with bigger fish to fry than 
just UK, which recently hasn't had much to chirp about.  

There's hardly been a need for either coach to silence the players.  

''I hope it's a quiet confidence,'' Morriss said. ''We haven't had to put the muzzle on them. But 
I don't want us to be a team that goes around talking. I don't like that.  

''I'd just as soon us go out and play and not even look at the scoreboard. Let's go play as hard 
as we can and play as mistake-free as possible.  

''When the dust clears, we'll see how we did.''  

 
^^  Back to top  

Where: Papa John's Cardinal 
Stadium  

TV: ESPN2  
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