
 
Free-agent rookie Boone's stock rises after first week 

08/02/2003  

By MATT MOSLEY / Dallas Web Staff  

SAN ANTONIO – Every training camp produces at least one Cinderella story. And so far this year, free-agent rookie 
receiver Aaron Boone from Kentucky is wearing the glass slipper.  

Boone had the catch of the day Friday when he dove to catch a 35-yard Quincy Carter pass in the end zone. He made 
another acrobatic catch in the end zone a few plays later.  

His nifty catches are beginning to earn him more reps during team scrimmages. Early in 
camp, he got about one ball thrown to him per practice.  

Boone led his Millard Fillmore (Utah) High School team to a state title as a quarterback and 
he was also an all-state player in basketball and baseball. He played at Snow College in 
Ephraim, Utah, for one season before embarking on a two-year Mormon mission to Peru. He 
spent his time in Peru living in homes with dirt floors.  

“It was an amazing experience,” said Boone, who speaks Spanish fluently. “I didn’t want to 
come back when it was over.”  

Boone, who also speaks Chinese, spent six weeks in China 
during junior college. He came back to Utah and launched 
his own import-export business, specializing in women’s 
jewelry.  

Because of the time he spent in Peru, Boone is a 25-year-old 
rookie. He thinks his two-year stint in Peru will help prepare him for the rigors of the 
NFL.  

“I’ve been through a lot more than most of these guys,” Boone said.  

Receiver Ken-Yon Rambo has had an excellent camp, but he appeared to lose his focus Friday afternoon. Rambo 
dropped a ball across the middle during practice…Quarterback Chad Hutchinson overthrew everyone during the 
afternoon practice. When he misses a receiver, he misses him big-time…Cornerback Donald Mitchell, a former SMU 
player, is getting turned around a lot in practice. Aaron Boone beat him a couple of times Friday afternoon. 

DeVeren Johnson (6-4, 211) came back strong Friday afternoon after a couple of bad practices. Johnson went up and 
got a couple of high throws…Safety Jonathan Martin, a free agent rookie from South Carolina made a nice play 
during a team scrimmage, racing to break up a pass…Keith O’Neil, a free agent rookie linebacker out of Northern 
Arizona showed some speed while breaking up a pass in the afternoon. 

The Cowboys and Texans will practice together at 9 a.m. in the Alamodome Saturday…Bill Parcells said he expected 
the Cowboys and Texans to each have five 10-play drives from different points on the field in Saturday’s scrimmage. 
He wouldn’t elaborate on who was going to call the plays, saying assistant head coach/quarterbacks coach Sean 
Payton “might” do it…Parcells indicated that he would use only three quarterbacks in the scrimmage, trying to get 
them about 20 plays each…Tickets for the scrimmage at the Alamodome can be purchased by calling TicketMaster in 
San Antonio at 210-224-9600. Tickets, ranging in price from $10-$50 can also be purchased at the Alamodome…
Friday afternoon’s practice will begin at 3 p.m. at the Alamodome…Defensive end Greg Ellis said he was glad the 
linemen would finally be able to bat down passes and try to tackle running backs. 
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