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Boone back for Utah bowl  

By Jay Hinton 
Deseret News prep editor  

ST. GEORGE — Standout Kentucky wide-out Aaron Boone began his football career 150 miles north of St. 
George as a Little Leaguer in Fillmore, and today at the Second Annual Paradise Bowl, Boone will end his 
college career. 

He is hoping, however, that the exposure he's received this last week while practicing for it will help him 
further his career at the professional level somewhere. 

He doesn't know how much he will play in today's 11 a.m. contest (Fox Sports Net) at Dixie College's 
Hansen Stadium, because he suffered a quad injury in California just before coming to St. George. But he is 
confident his numbers at the University of Kentucky will speak for themselves. 

Although Kentucky was under NCAA sanctions and couldn't go to a bowl game because of prior recruiting 
violations, Boone, who played junior college football at Snow College, chose Kentucky over Colorado, Iowa 
and Kansas State. 

"I felt, in my situation being the No. 1 receiver coming out of juco, I thought my best chance to go pro was to 
go to the best conference in the country. That was the biggest thing that took me there," Boone said. "I 
needed the best chance to get exposure for me. It's a different situation for every player, but in my position 
as a receiver, it was a good move for me." 

Boone was a first-team all -state quarterback at Millard High School and went to Snow as a quarterback. 
After serving an LDS mission to Peru he went back to Snow and took another shot at being the No. 1 
quarterback but was beaten out by Olin Hannum. 

He was moved to wide receiver and that move prolonged his career. 

"I'm going to take limited reps in the game. I'm not trying to push anything. I have bigger things in the 
future, hopefully. I don't want to risk anything." 

Following his 18-catch season as a junior, Boone hauled in 41 passes for 706 yards and 10 touchdowns. He 
scored three of those in Kentucky's heart-breaking last-second loss to LSU when the Tigers converted a Hail 
Mary. 

In earning All-America honors as a sophomore at Snow College, Boone caught 81 passes for 1,505 yards and 
19 touchdowns. 

Boone, along with former Box Elder and Kansas State quarterback Marc Dunn, Miami's Milton Bowen, 
Matt Robilliard and Ryan Terry, Michigan's Brandon Williams and Notre Dame center Ryan Scarola will 
represent the Midwest Team coached by former Southern Utah University assistant and current NFL 
Europe Amsterdam Admirals coach Bart Andrus.  
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Locals Brian Lewis and Sheldon Deckart of the University of Utah will also make their final college 
appearance on the West squad. They will be joined by Weber State's Tyler Gladwell; SUU's Tonga Mounga, 
Utah's Cody Weight. 

Also joining the West team are several members of USC, UCLA, Arizona, Utah State, UTEP, UNLV and Air 
Force. 

The West won last year's inaugural outing 33-30 in overtime.  
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