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Paradise Bowl draws out-of-area crowd 
About two-thirds of crowd not from Southern Utah, 
estimates suggest 

By KALLEE NIELSEN  
knielsen@thespectrum.com   

 Local News

 
ST. GEORGE -- The majority of the 
crowd at Saturday's Paradise Bowl 
in Dixie State College's Hansen 
Stadium came from outside the St. 
George area -- about 3,000 of an 
estimated 4,500 fans.  

And that's the way it ought to be, 
Paradise Bowl founder Darry Alton 
said.  

The Paradise Bowl is a chance to 
showcase Southern Utah with an 
influx of visitors and national media 
attention, Alton said.  

Outsiders bring publicity and 
economic benefits to the area, he said.  

"You look around at the people standing in the bleachers and you don't recognize 
faces," Alton said.  

Higher ticket prices, ranging from $10 to $30, may have prompted many locals to 
stay home and watch the game on television.  

Alton said next year Paradise Bowl management will not lower the ticket prices in 
a continued effort to bring outsiders into Southern Utah.  

"We hope to continue building St. George for years to come," he said.  

"It (the Paradise Bowl) will bring a flagship of events to Utah."  

 
Jud Burkett/The Spectrum 

A play unfolds on the field as fans look on 
from the stands at the second-annual 
Paradise Bowl Saturday in St. George. 
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Many visitors were parents, relatives and fans of the 110 collegiate all-stars who 
came from colleges as distant as Troy State University in Alabama and Hofstra 
University in New York.  

University of Kentucky wide receiver Aaron Boone, originally from Filmore, drew 
about 160 fans -- all wearing blue No. 13 Wildcat jerseys  

Carolyn Denard traveled from Oakland, Calif., to her first bowl game to support her 
son, Oklahoma State senior Michael Denard.  

By Friday, Paradise Bowl staff had already presold 1,000 tickets to outsiders.  

More than 60 players had more than six people coming to cheer them on, Alton 
said.  

Not to the mention 85 NFL scouts representing 31 teams, as well as Canadian 
Football League scouts.  

Alton dreamt up the idea of a Paradise Bowl in St. George several years ago. Last 
year at Hansen Stadium it made its debut, drawing a crowd of about 2,500. This 
year that number increased by almost 2,000.  

Will the Paradise Bowl outgrow St. George?  

"That depends on the support of the community," Alton said.  

Last year there was no support from businesses in the community, he said.  

This year, smaller local businesses came on board, but large business stayed 
away.  

If the Paradise Bowl doesn't have the support it needs, it makes it more difficult to 
exist here, Alton said.  

The Paradise Bowl is the only Division I college football bowl game in Utah.  
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