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Mid-West streaks to Paradise Bowl 
victory  

By DOUG CARY  
dcary@thespectrum.com  

 Local Sports

 
ST. GEORGE -- Paradise is a 
wonderful place; so full of surprises.  

In the second-annual Paradise Bowl 
Saturday, pro football scouts and a 
near capacity crowd at Hansen 
Stadium saw just about everything 
you could want in a football game -- 
and maybe a little more than they 
wanted.  

Kentucky University's Aaron Boone, a 
Fillmore, Utah native, hauled in 
game-MVP Brian Jones' 39-yard 
aerial and raced into the end zone, 
and the Mid-West All-stars held off a 
late West charge to win a 36-31 
shootout.  

Boone ran under Jones' pass at the 
15 and streaked, no, sprinted in for 
the winning score. The Mid-West 
team's defense, which surrendered 
21 fourth-quarter points and the lead 
on Blair Lewis' 5-yard touchdown 
blast up the middle with 2:50 
remaining, held off the West team's 
late drive -- batting away Jose 
Fuentes' final end-zone pass as time 
expired.  

Giving new meaning to the Paradise 
Bowl, a man in his birthday suit took 
an uncontested jog across the 
Hansen Stadium turf with six minutes 
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Mid-West All-Stars Arlen Harris (28) of 
Hofstra, runs for yardage during 
Saturday's Paradise Bowl as the West's 
Craig LeCoure (44) of Western Montana 
attempts to tackle him. 
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left in the fourth quarter, leapt the 
fence onto the track and made a 
harrowing escape over a chain-link 
fence in the corner of the field. He 
was later apprehended.  

"That's something you don't see 
everyday," said Boone, who ended 
the day with three receptions for 68 
yards despite playing with a pulled 
quad and practicing just 10 plays 
during the week.  

"It put us in a little bit of culture shock, 
but we recovered from it," added 
Jones, out of the University of 
Toledo.  

The incident occurred during the 
West team's 9-play, 73-yard drive 
that closed the Mid-West All-stars' once 20-point lead to 30-24. Utah State strong 
safety Jamal Glasper's interception set up the West score.  

One play after the West kickoff, UCLA defensive end Rusty Williams fell on a Mid-
West fumble at the 18. Two plays after a pass interference call, Lewis carried 
several tacklers into the end zone for the late go-ahead score.  

Utah State's Fuentes, who directed all three West scoring drives and passed for 
324 yards on 24-of-46 attempts, called the game a fun experience.  

"You want to win, but it was a lot of fun. It's easy to look good when you're playing 
with a bunch of all-stars," said Fuentes.  

The Mid-West All-stars went on an 81-yard, eight-play drive to recapture the lead. 
Jones completed 12-of-18 passes for 192 yards and three scores, including 6-of-8 
on the final drive. He found Boone working into the clear and the 6-foot-3, 206-
pound receiver, who prepped at Millard High School, broke stride just slightly to 
make the catch and score.  

"The coach called an out-and-up, I hit Boone -- a Utah native. It was a perfect end 
to the Paradise Bowl," said Jones.  

"The (passes) that hang in the air are the hardest to catch," said Boone, who had 
a large contingent of family and friends in St. George from Fillmore for the game. 
"It was important for me to come and make a couple of plays."  

Jones' 20-yard touchdown connection to UConn wideout Tommy Collins gave the 
Mid-West a 7-0 lead in the first quarter, and the lead grew to 30-10 on Eastern 
Illinois QB Tony Romo's 5-yard strike to Grand Valley State's David Kircus early in 
the fourth quarter.  

Romo answered a bad throw that West defender David Hinton returned 49 yards 
for a score when he delivered a frozen rope with 5:59 left in the first half that 
Kircus (five receptions, 140 yards) snagged near the sideline over a defender and 
carried 76-yards to paydirt.  

Hofstra's Arlen Harris nipped the pile-on for a score with his 10-yard catch-and-run 
while UC Davis receiver Michael Oliva (five receptions for 79 yards) also caught a 
Fuentes' scoring toss for the West team.  
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Mid-West All-Star Tauras Ferguson (20) of 
Missouri, tackles West All-Star Cortez 
Hankton, Jr., or Texas Southern at the 
Paradise Bowl on Saturday. 
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Gerome Castleberry was the leading rusher in carries (6) and yards (34) and 
added a 5-yard run during the West's late comeback.  

"We had the opportunities," said Fuentes. "It just didn't go our way."  

West 0 10 0 21-31  

Mid-West 7 10 7 12 -36  

First quarter  

M -- Collins 20 pass from Jones (Hoambrecker kick)  

Second quarter   

W -- Griffith 37 FG  

M -- Hoambrecker 27 FG  

W -- Hinton 52 interception return (Griffith kick)  

M -- Kircus 76 pass from Romo (Hoambrecker kick)  

Third quarter  

M -- Harris 10 pass from Jones (Hoambrecker kick)  

Fourth quarter   

M -- Kircus 76 pass from Romo (pass failed)  

W -- Oliva 20 pass from Fuentes (Griffith kick)  

W -- Castleberry 5 run (Griffith kick)  

W -- Lewis 5 run (Griffith kick)  

M -- Boone 39 pass from Jones (run failed)  
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