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Opening knockout - 6/10/2005 06:19 AM EDT  
CHRIS SHERIDAN, Associated Press  
Already a hero back home in Argentina, Manu Ginobili made himself pretty popular in 
this Texas town. 
»  Poll | Scores | Schedule | Matchups | Odds | Forum | Bobcats | NBA  

Hmiel not allowed to appeal suspension - 6/10/2005 06:18 AM EDT  
JIM UTTER, Knight Ridder  
Busch Series driver Shane Hmiel can't appeal his indefinite suspension for a second 
violation of NASCAR's substance-abuse policy, a NASCAR official confirmed 
Thursday. 

Retirement -- with a catch - 6/10/2005 06:18 AM EDT  
When the 2004 season ended, Ricky Proehl assumed his career had. His son, 
Austin, who had grown up around helmets, grass fields and artificial turf, took it 
personally. As Ricky talked to reporters after the season-ending loss to New Orleans, 
Austin, 9, cried uncontrollably. 
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CLIFF MEHRTENS, Staff Writer  
Rock Hill Northwestern pitcher Ryan Hinson, who signed with Clemson last fall, was 
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Panthers receiver thrives in 
Europe 
 
Boone has embraced chance to play overseas, 
has Carolina intrigued 
 
PAT YASINSKAS  
Staff Writer  

In the past few months, Aaron Boone has visited 
Prague, walked the former site of the Berlin Wall 
and backpacked through much of the German 
countryside. 

Soon, Charlotte and Spartanburg will be added to 
the list. 

Boone, Carolina Panthers receiver, has been 
playing for the Berlin Thunder in NFL Europe. He 
has one game remaining: Saturday's World Bowl 
against Amsterdam. He'll arrive in Charlotte on 
Monday night and be on the practice field Tuesday 
for off-season coaching sessions. 

Although NFL Europe players generally are long 
shots to make rosters, the Panthers are anxious to 
take a look at Boone after seeing his statistics and 
hearing scouting reports. 

At 6-foot-3 and 210 pounds, he blossomed in 
Europe this spring. He led the league with 43 
receptions (in a 10-game season) for 582 yards 
and five touchdowns. He was named Thursday to 
the All-NFL Europe team and was a big reason 
quarterback Dave Ragone (allocated by Houston) 
was named most valuable player. 

"My understanding is he's done very well over there, and we're looking forward to getting him in
seeing what he can do," Panthers coach John Fox said. 

  R E L A T E D   C O N T E N

Aaron 
Boone
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Boone played in college at Kentucky and went to training camp with Dallas in 2003. He didn't m
Cowboys' roster and was signed by Chicago in 2004 and sent to Europe where he was Berlin's 

Boone didn't make it out of training camp with Chicago last year and signed with the Panthers in
biggest break might have come when he was sent back to Berlin. 

"Everything has really clicked for me over here this year," he said by telephone from Berlin on T
helped a lot to come back and be in the same system with the same coaches. I was able to wor
the depth chart in training camp in Tampa, and things really took off when I got over here. I feel 
much better as a football player now than I was coming out of college. I really feel a comfort and
level that I'll try to carry back to Carolina." 

Comfort and confidence come pretty naturally to Boone, which might be why he has prospered 
While many players go to practice and spend the rest of their time in the team hotel, Boone has
himself in the German culture. 

"I'm the type of person that can make a comfort zone wherever I am," Boone said. "I know footb
reason I'm here, and I take that very seriously. But I also realize I've got an opportunity to learn 
culture and history, and I take that pretty seriously too." 

In his time away from football, Boone has explored much of Berlin and Europe. 

"I think that has helped keep me centered, and it keeps me being who I am," Boone said. "That 
season doesn't wear on me and I keep some balance." 

Balance is something Boone always has had. One of 10 children, including two brothers that pla
University of Utah, he already has seen much of the world. He spent a year in junior college bef
Mormon mission to Peru. 

Before enrolling at Kentucky as an international business major, he spent a few months touring 

Now, Boone is ready to explore Charlotte and, in late July, he'll get to see all Spartanburg has to
the Panthers start training camp. 

He'll be competing for a roster spot as a fifth or sixth receiver and special teams player. His prev
camp experiences didn't end well, but he's hoping the European experience might help him land
home with the Panthers. 

"I just feel like I'm a better player than I was and that this might be the right situation," he said. "
comfort level because I think Carolina's offense is more suitable to what I do well than the other
been in, and they've been making me feel like I'm a part of things. Their scouts have been e-ma
staying on top of what I've been doing. Now, I've got to come over there and try to show them w
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