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Win leads to big show 

May 18, 2004 
By Mike Donnelly 
NFL Europe 

 
History prevailed at Olympic Stadium yesterday 
as the Berlin Thunder became the first team in 
NFL Europe history to clinch a berth in World 
Bowl as early as Week 7 with their 33-20 victory 
over the Rhein Fire.  

The performance by Berlin was the closest the 
squad has come all season long to a complete 
game on all sides of the ball. The defense held 
Rhein's ground attack to just 32 yards, while 
offensively the Thunder exploded for 429 total 
yards.  

"We moved the ball really well up and down the 
field," said wide receiver Aaron Boone who 
registered two catches for 42 yards and a 
touchdown on the day. "We came into the game with a great game plan and 
had a lot of rhythm going right from the start."  

Quarterback Rohan Davey saw his playing time limited to just the first half of 
the game after kick starting the offense with an impressive 242 yards 
through the air and posting 2 passing touchdowns to put Berlin in the drivers 
seat with a 17-0 lead at halftime. Davey handed the reins over to David 
Rivers who threw for 89 yards and 1 touchdown. The Thunder running game 
was also in fine tune against the Fire with Eric McCoo getting his first start at 
tailback and carrying the ground game for Berlin.  

"The offense used quick passing routes early on and that opened up some 
running lanes for us," offensive assistant Amp Lee added. "Eric played great 
like he has all season and he had some more opportunities this time and he 
certainly made the most of them."  

The Fire was forced to rely heavily on their passing game as Chad 
Hutchinson finished with 42 pass attempts for 305 yards and 1 touchdown. 
But with the combination of 3 turnovers and a lackluster run game, Rhein 
was ultimately unable to establish a threatening offensive attack.  

"Our first priority is to always limit our opponents run game," linebacker 
Jason Kazar said. "We were coming off a good practice week and we made 
Rhein pass a lot more than they probably wanted. The defensive scheme 
worked great and we had plenty of numbers in the box to stop the run."  

"On defense the most important factor for us was stopping their run and we 
obviously handled that well," linebackers coach Shuan Fatah explained. "All 
the guys did a good job of following the game plan and everyone was 
involved in coming up into the play to stop Rhein's rushing game."  

Mike Pinkard had one of 
Berlin's first half 
touchdowns. photo: photo-
stock.co.uk



 

The Thunder victory not only sets them up for a strong finish at the end of 
the season but more importantly, the win gave Berlin a guaranteed spot on 
June 12th in Dusseldorf for World Bowl XII.  

"It's great to be locked in for World Bowl because that's your main goal as 
soon as you get here." Boone said. "It's a great feeling to know that we've 
clinched a spot and still have 3 more games left to get better for the 
championship game."  

"I've been with the Berlin Thunder from the beginning and getting to the 
World Bowl was always decided at the very end of the season so it feels 
fantastic to know that we clinched in Week 7 and will now have more time to 
get even more prepared," Fatah noted.  
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