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May 9, 2005 
By Matt Kramer 
NFL Europe  

While Berlin Thunder wide receiver Michael Jennings did everything he could to lead 
Berlin’s offensive attack – totaling 210 net yards gained, including 165 receiving yards 
and two 50-plus yard touchdowns – it wasn’t enough to take down Cologne on 
Sunday, as the Centurions defeated Berlin 23-17 at Rhein -Energie-Stadium.  

The Berlin Thunder dropped its overall record to 4-2, and is now in a first place tie with 
Amsterdam and Cologne.  

“This is a race that is going to go down to the end,” said Rick Lantz. “I compare this to 
horse racing. Last week we were ahead by a neck, and now we are back even. But 
there is a long way to go, and a lot more teams have big games to play.”  

Berlin roared back from a 10-0 deficit to take the lead 17 -10 on Jennings’ 70-yard 
touchdown pass from quarterback Dave Ragone. The speedy receiver had already 
hauled in a 51-yard touchdown pass from wide receiver Aaron Boone, who took a Bret 
Engemann pitch and rifled it down the field to an open Jennings. It was an odd play, 

and even Lantz had trouble figuring it out after the game. “I think we screwed the play up in the huddle,” he said. “It 
wasn’t supposed to be drawn up like that. I wouldn’t even know how to describe it, but sometimes it’s better to be 
lucky than good.” The Thunder was unable to hold the lead in the end, as Cologne scored two unanswered 
touchdowns to defeat Berlin in the team ’s inaugural meeting of the 2005 season.  

“We hit some big plays, but we never really got it going on offense,” center Ben Claxton said. “We didn’t really have 
a few good drives to get us going like we should have. But we ’re going to watch the game field tomorrow night and 
get ready to practice on Tuesday.”  

Linebacker Jamal Brooks, who finished with two tackles and one pass defensed, said that while the loss is a 
setback in the standings, he was proud of his teammates for competing until the end: “We didn’t quit at all. We 
didn’t complain about anything; we made some big plays, and we were down 10-0 and fought back to take the lead. 
This team won’t give up now.”  

And Brooks wasn’t surprised that the game came down to the final moments – something that has occurred in the 
last five Berlin games. “This League is just like the NFL. It really is that ‘any given Sunday’ mentality. Rarely are you 
going to see a blowout. Sure, you may see one blowout over a two week span of games, but all the games are 
going to come down to the wire. Each game is close. So we have to take from this game and learn from this game 
and take it to our next game.”  

Berlin will next face Rhein at home on Saturday. It’s a short week, but that’s something Claxton says may be 
beneficial for the team. “We have to immediately turn our focus to the next game, and that’s a good thing.  

  

No magic this time 

 

Michael Jennings scored 
twice for Berlin. 
(waynepaulo.com)   
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