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May 11, 2005  
By Matt Kramer  
NFL Europe  

It isn’t uncommon to see wide receiver Aaron Boone stroll into the Thunder team hotel 
on an off day with a backpack full of goodies from a long day of traveling around 
Germany’s largest city.  

“I’ve always been someone who has loved to explore,” he said. “I was born into a 
family of 10 kids, so we never really were able to take many family trips. Once I was 
18 years old I ’ve always wanted to just go out and see different things.”  

Boone not only sees Berlin’s different historical sights at nearly every opportunity he 
gets, but he’s also been seeing the end zone in his career more than any other 
Thunder wide receiver in the team’s six year history but one. A member of last year ’s 
squad as well, Boone has six career touchdown receptions for Berlin. Only Jorg 
Heckenbach, who played five years for Berlin, caught more career touchdown passes 
(eight) for the Thunder.  

“This year I think I have developed a different role within the team and I really like it,” 
said the Carolina Panthers-allocated Boone, who starred for two years at the University of Kentucky and has been 
in camp with the Dallas Cowboys and Chicago Bears. “On the field, I feel that I know the system much better and 
serve as a mentor to the other guys. Off the field, I feel that I have also been able to serve as sort of a mentor to 
families of players that come over here. I like to develop maps and itineraries for families when they come over here 
to see this city.”  

Looking at all his travel experiences, Boone should consider becoming a contributing writer to the Frommer’s Guide 
Book series when his playing days are over. After wrapping up his high school career in Utah, Boone spent one 
season in junior college before going on his Mormon mission to Peru. “When I was filling out the application I 
wanted to go somewhere different, somewhere new,” Boone said. “Peru was where they sent me, and it was really 
an awesome experience.”  

The 6-foot-2, 207 pound receiver lost nearly 40 pounds in his first few months in Peru, but came back two years 
later healthy, and with an even greater appreciation for different cultures. He also became fluent in Spanish, 
something that has come in handy this season with the addition of Mexican national wide receiver Hugo Lira.  

Boone wasn’t done traveling the world after that. Upon returning to the States, he saw a flyer around school that 
offered a program for students interested traveling to China for a few months. “I didn’t really have any money to pay 
for it, so I just paid for it with a credit card,” Boone said, laughing at the thought of doing that now. “I went to China 
because it was a place that was mysterious to me, just like Germany was the first time I came here last year. China 
was another great experience.”  

With Peru and China behind him, he started to focus solely on football, and enrolled in 
Kentucky for its high powered offensive passing attack. In two seasons, Boone caught 
59 passes, including 16 touchdowns. His 10 touchdowns as a senior in 2002 led the 
SEC.  

Despite starting off well in camp with Dallas in 2003, Boone suffered an injury in 
training camp that forced his release. Signed by the Chicago Bears last season, he 
was allocated to Berlin, where he came off the practice squad in the second week of 
the season and hasn’t looked back since. He had four touchdown receptions on 12 
catches last season, and took home a World Bowl ring, something he wants to 
desperately do again in 2005.  

“I really think knowing the system that we have in here this season has been 
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we break from the huddle, and I remember feeling the same way last year. I’m trying 
to be the guy that some of the others lean on in situations like that.”  

This season, Boone’s role has increased dramatically. Through six games the receiver already topped last years 
totals with 18 receptions for 255 yards. His two touchdowns have also come at opportune times, as he caught the 
go-ahead touchdown in the fourth quarter against Amsterdam on April 17, and came back the next week to catch 
another fourth quarter score against Rhein, bringing the team within one on a game the Thunder would eventually 
win.  

“He’s a guy that any quarterback feels comfortable getting the ball too late in a game,” said quarterback Dave 
Ragone. “With Aaron, you don’t have to get him involved early to make sure he’ll be there again when the time 
comes late in the fourth quarter. You know what you are going to get from him and you know where he is going to 
be. It’s a real good feeling.”  

Now Boone is a few more wins, and a few more touchdowns, from having another tremendous season in NFL 
Europe. But no matter how much on field success he has, don’t expect to find him slacking off and sitting around 
when he’s off it: “I can’t stand just sitting in the hotel. For the perfect day, I ’d probably wake up and head to the 
center of Berlin, to a place called the Kudam Area, where I ’d get some great sushi and relax. From there I would 
probably go to a place near Berlin’s Sony Center where I’d go to the top of this building where you can see the 
entire city. Of course, I’d stop on the way and get about three ice cream cones on the walk. From there I’d spend 
my evening in the Mitte District and then want to make the walk from Alexanderplatz to the Reichstag on Unter de 
Linden Boulevard. It ’s a great walk.”  

Sounds like a guy who is a world traveler.  

Oh wait, he is.  
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