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Boone develops into top UK receiving threat 

By Richard Skinner, Post staff reporter  

LEXINGTON, Ky. - Aaron Boone was just as confused as many 
University of Kentucky football fans about why he didn't play much in the 
Wildcats' first four games of the season. But instead of pouting about it, 
he made sure he was ready when his opportunity came.  

Boone - a junior wide receiver who came to UK from Snow Junior 
College in Ephraim, Utah, after catching 81 passes last season and 
being selected a first-team junior-college All-American - was ex pected 
to be a major factor in UK's offense, but caught just one pass in UK's 
first four games.  

But thanks to getting more playing time since then, Boone has caught 
eight passes for 167 yards and four touchdowns in the last three games. 
He had five receptions for 94 yards and two touchdowns in UK's most 
recent game, a 43-29 loss at Georgia on Oct. 20.  

The two reasons given by UK head coach Guy Morriss for Boone's lack 
of playing time at the start of the season were that Boone had a hard 
time getting off the line of scrimmage against press coverage and that 
Boone was playing a position that had him backing up UK's leading 
receiver, Derek Abney.  

Boone said he disagrees with the assesment he couldn't get off jams, 
but does understand how Abney's performance kept him off the field.  

''I actually prefer when (de fensive backs) come up for the jam, 
especially on the goal line, because I can use my size over them,'' said 
Boone, who is 6 feet 3, 205 pounds. ''I understand about Abney, 
because Abney was doing well. If someone's not doing anything good, 
then obviously I'm going to be upset, but he was doing his job, he was 
doing good, and I'm just glad I'm finally getting in the rotation.''  

What got Boone in the rotation was that UK wide receivers coach Harold 
Jackson said knew he had to find a way to get him on the field because 
of his size compared to UK's other wide receivers - none are taller than 
6 feet. So Jackson began to work Boone in practice at the other two 
receiver spots instead of just as Abney's backup.  

''We always felt he was a guy we needed to get on the field because 
he's a big-body guy,'' Jackson said. ''You want to get your best guys on 
the field. We worked to find a way to get him on the field, because he 
runs pretty good, guys bounce off him and he's hard to tackle. He looks 
like he's rumbling, bumbling and stumbling out there, but he gets the job 
done.''  

Sophomore quarterback Jared Lorenzen, who will start Saturday at 
Mississippi State, said Boone is an inviting tar get because of his size. 
Three of Lorenzen's five touchdown passes this season have gone to 
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Boone.  

''He's the playmaker we've all been looking for,'' Lorenzen said. ''His size 
makes it easy on me. You have more options when you throw it to 
Aaron. You can throw it up high, you can throw it behind him - he has 
long arms and really soft hands. He's just impossible to bring down 
when he puts his mind to it, and I plan on throwing it to him a little bit 
more this week.''  

Boone, a native of Fillmore, Utah, who is 23 and spent 1997-98 fulfilling 
a two-year Mormon mission in Peru, said he never felt like complaining 
about his lack of playing time, but he admits he was puzzled by it.  

''I was confused to be honest, but I guess it's just my upbringing that the 
only way I know how to get something is to work for it,'' said Boone, who 
played quarterback in high school and in his first season in junior college 
in 1996, although he was redshirted that season. ''I was just waiting for 
an opportunity, and I knew as soon as I got a chance I had to 
capitalize.''  
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