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Sports » Football  » News Sunday, October 21, 2001  

Georgia 43, Kentucky 29 
Seldom-used WRs catch on in Cats' defeat to Georgia 

By Rusty Hampton  
The Courier-Journal 

More Stories  
» A new Dog, but an old trick 
» Forde: Lorenzen happily absorbing hits again 
» UK's Burress is 'coherent' after suffering a concussion 

ATHENS, Ga. -- The University of Kentucky lost another football game yesterday, but in the 
process rediscovered a couple of receivers.  

Senior Dougie Allen and junior Aaron Boone responded to quarterback Jared Lorenzen's 
return to the starting lineup by producing their best games of the season in UK's 4329 loss to 
Georgia at Sanford Stadium.  

Boone, a junior-college transfer in his first season with the Wildcats, caught five passes for 94 
yards, including touchdowns of 29 and 26 yards. Allen caught six balls for 65 yards and gained 
18 rushing yards on a swing pass from Lorenzen that was ruled a run because the ball was 
thrown backward.  

Most of Allen's catches came on quick throws designed to offset the Bulldogs' blitzes and take 
pressure off Lorenzen.  

''It felt good being more involved in the offense and really helping the team out,'' said Allen, 
whose previous high for receptions this season was four against South Carolina. ''I think it was 
good for me to get some catches and get my confidence back up. I know I'm a good player; I 
just needed to make some catches when they asked me to.''  

Allen appeared headed for a stellar sophomore season in 1999 until sustaining a season-ending 
knee injury. He has struggled ever since to return to form.  

Boone, meanwhile, had never had a chance to show what he can do. Despite being one of UK's 
most impressive receivers in spring practice and August two-a-days, Boone played sparingly 
in the first four games. He caught his first TD pass two weeks ago against South Carolina, saw 
a lot more action last week against Louisiana State (he scored in that game, too) and was one 
of Lorenzen's main targets yesterday.  

Boone's five catches against the Bulldogs were one more than his season total coming in.  

Coach Guy Morriss said Boone's transition from junior-college star to the Southeastern 
Conference has taken time.  

''In the league he played in he was probably the top dog in that league, and now he's playing in 
the top conference in America and that takes a bit of an adjustment on his part,'' Morriss said. 
''He's learning the system and adjusting to the system and he's benefited greatly from (wide 
receiver) coach (Harold) Jackson on how to run routes and how to uncover himself.  

''His confidence is good, he's making plays for us and I think we'll see a lot more of him.''  

On Boone's first TD, Lorenzen was blindsided by defensive end Bruce Adrine as he threw. 
Boone was running a streak route and had reached the goal line when he saw the ball floating, 
came back for it and caught it.  

''It looked like it was deflected to me,'' Boone said. ''I just turned around and went after it. I 
didn't know Jared had got hit until I got to the sidelines.''  

Boone said he's been confused by his lack of playing time.  

''I finally got a pass thrown to me in a game (at South Carolina) and made a touchdown, and 
from there they started giving me more of a chance,'' he said. ''To pinpoint one thing, I don't 
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really see a difference in how I'm playing now and how I was playing a month and a half ago. 
It's just that now I'm getting in there.''  

Derek Abney was once again UK's leading receiver with seven catches for 69 yards. Tight 
ends Chase Harp and Derek Smith combined for seven receptions, including a 10-yard TD by 
Smith. With Lorenzen, the Cats threw 54 times -- 12 more than their previous high this 
season.  

''We came in knowing we wanted to throw it a little more, and the more we throw and better 
we throw, the more we want to keep throwing,'' Morriss said. ''That's been the philosophy all 
along, to have a passing offense.  

''And all our receivers are really benefiting from coach Jackson. They're understanding the 
system better and making plays. We have some guys who can make plays. They just have to 
step up and pull the trigger and make the play when it's your time.''  

Lorenzen and Abney nearly teamed up for a TD pass in the fourth quarter, but after Abney 
caught a short pass near the Georgia 10, safety Jermaine Phillips made him fumble at the 1 as 
he tried to stretch into the end zone.  

''The kid was just competing,'' said offensive coordinator Brent Pease about Abney's fumble. 
''He laid his heart out on the line. That's just the way he is.''  
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