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    It's not even halfway over, and already the college football 
season has been a long one for fans in Utah. Rotating quarterbacks, 
disappearing running games. Stupid penalties and devastating 
losses. Every major team in the state has endured at least three of 
the four.  
    Which is why it might be time for fans to go out of state. That's 
right, pick up some surrogate allegiances to get through the season 
riding hopes bigger than breaking even and reaching the Seattle 
Bowl. So we're offering three top candidates -- with a little 
something for everybody.  
    The choice of the moment, of course, is Louisville.  
    Led by former Utah State coach John L. Smith, the Cardinals 
finally gave their media relations department an opportunity to send 
out its bobblehead dolls of quarterback Dave Ragone last week 
when they shocked No. 4 Florida State in overtime in a driving 
rainstorm on national television. Soaked fans tore down the 
goalposts and paraded around the field in celebration of the biggest 
win in school history.  
    "Then we went over to the house, the staff and I sat there and 
drank a few beers, and watched it again on TV," Smith said. "We 
wanted to make sure we weren't dreaming."  
    Smith has the obvious allure of having led the Aggies to two of 
their three best seasons in the last two decades. But he also played 
at Weber State and still returns to Utah to ski. Plus, he lives a life 
straight out of a beer commercial, using each summer as an excuse 
to perform some death-defying stunt, like skydiving or running 
with the bulls in Spain.  
    Of course, BYU fans might not like that option after Smith 
earned his first bowl victory at their expense at the last Liberty 
Bowl. And the Conference USA schedule is hardly intriguing. But 
Utah fans might appreciate a guy who whips the Cougars and 
whose nephew is a redshirt freshman quarterback for the Utes.  
    Or, consider Kansas State.  
    The Wildcats are usually insufferable, beating up terrible teams. 
But things have changed a bit, and quarterback Marc Dunn has 
helped them reach No. 13 in the AP Top 25 as they prepare to play 
at Colorado on Saturday.  
    Dunn was a star at Box Elder High in Brigham City, and a 
junior-college All-American at Ricks College. He considered 
playing for the Cougars, but chose KSU because of the quarterback 

 

    

 



jam at BYU. Yet Dunn wound up on a merry-go-round anyway, 
alternating starts with junior Ell Roberson and getting pulled as the 
Wildcats began to fade in a victory over USC two weeks ago.  
    Still, the Wildcats are contenders in the Big 12 Conference, and 
figure to have some Cougars cheering for them in their big game 
against Texas in two weeks. Four of them played with Dunn at 
Ricks.  
    Aaron Boone thought about joining the Cougs, too.  
    But they wanted him to walk-on after leading the nation in 
receiving at Snow College, and Boone didn't like the idea. So he 
signed at Kentucky.  
    Now, the former star at Millard High in Fillmore is the receiver 
anybody could use, even though he started out as a quarterback 
whom the Utes passed on to sign Lance Rice. Boone not only 
caught a touchdown pass that helped the Wildcats nearly snap a 15-
game losing streak at Florida last weekend, but he gave the fans a 
little extra afterward.  
    "I couldn't help it, but when I scored, I started doing the Gator 
Chomp," he said. "Did a couple of them, and the ref's all, 'Easy, 
easy, son.' "  
    Better yet, while Dunn plays with a guy named Taco Wallace, 
Boone personally knows the most entertaining quarterback around, 
275-pound Jared "The Battleship" Lorenzen. Even roomed with 
him when he first arrived on campus, and watched him play point 
guard in intramural basketball games.  
    "I thought he was just another offensive lineman," Boone said.  
    Boone's father played at BYU, but two brothers -- Jesse and 
Jason, both offensive linemen -- play for the Utes, making him an 
equal opportunity cheering option. Plus, Kentucky has the most 
exciting schedule coming up after their bye, with games up and 
down the powerful Southeastern Conference.  
    The only problem is the Wildcats are on probation and can't play 
in a bowl this season.  
    Ah, well. Can't have everything.  
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