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Well-traveled Kentucky wideout awaits trip to Swamp 

By Melanie Curtsinger Kentucky Kernel  

(U-WIRE) LEXINGTON, Ky. -- When the Kentucky football team 
travels to Florida this weekend for a nationally televised game against 
the Gators, it will be no surprise to anyone if Aaron Boone is first off 
the plane.  

After all, a well traveled man like Boone will no doubt be excited to get 
away from Kentucky and the friendly confines of Commonwealth 
Stadium. Unlike most people who relinquish the saying, "Home Sweet 
Home," it's actually quite the opposite for the senior.  

"I definitely like to be away," Boone said. "I like new things, scenarios, 
stuff like that."  

Gainesville will not be intimidating for Boone, who has traveled to 
multiple foreign countries and is fluent in two languages. If you think 
concentrating at the Swamp is hard, imagine moving to another country 
and trying to learn its language.  

"Chinese is hard," Boone said, who is fluent in Spanish and does speak 
some Chinese. "When I went to China I thought I would be able to pick 
it up, but after awhile I had to give it up. It was difficult language."  

Boone, who has been to the likes of Peru, Puerto Rico, Japan, China and Mexico "probably 20 
times," not only likes to get away, he also relishes the opportunity to learn about these places 
more in-depth.  

"I've always been fascinated with culture and language," the Utah-born Boone said. "Growing 
up in the West, there's a lot of diversity with different cultures and races. It just interested me." 
While Boone's attraction to unknown places is evident, it is also clear why he likes to travel on 
the road with the football team. Of the six touchdowns he scored as a junior, five came on the 
road, including a two-touchdown performance at Georgia.  

"My best game has always been on the road in the past," Boone said. "So I definitely like away 
(games)."  
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Boone, at the age of 24, may be one the oldest Cats on the field. After spending his first two 
seasons at Snow Junior College in Utah and taking time off from football for his traveling, the 
Mormon wide receiver finally finds himself in the position of being a senior. Besides bringing 
his talent to the team, Boone also hopes to emerge as a leader on the field for the rest of his 
teammates.  

"Players can hopefully look up to me," Boone said. "I may not be as experienced here at 
Kentucky, but I'm definitely more experienced in life, and just mentally tough. Hopefully I can 
bring that to the huddle."  

He does just that. Quarterback Jared Lorenzen, who has been on the passing end of all three 
touchdowns scored by Boone this season, sees a big improvement in his play and mentality 
over the last year.  

"He's changed a lot from last year," Lorenzen said. "He's more vocal. He wants the ball all the 
time. He makes great plays."  

One of the biggest plays of his career came just last week against Middle Tennessee State. 
Boone took a pass from Lorenzen in the third quarter, broke a tackle and ran 72 uncontested 
yards for the score.  

"You saw last week," Lorenzen said. "Seventy-two yards on a little play like that -- he's just 
making some huge plays for us."  

So, when the Cats land in Gainesville Saturday, don't be shocked if Boone is the first off the 
plane or the first in the end zone.  
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