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Boone emerges as go-to wide receiver for 
Wildcats  

By Richard Skinner  
Post staff reporter 
 
LEXINGTON, Ky. — Aaron Boone has had a tough time finding playing 
time early in the past two seasons. 

But once the University of Kentucky senior wide receiver worked his way 
onto it he has been extremely productive, especially over the last four 
games.  

Boone, a 6-foot-3, 206-pounder who came to UK after being selected 
first-team Junior College All-American in 2000, has caught 19 passes for 
325 yards and three touchdowns over the last four games, including a 
career-high seven receptions for 102 yards and a touchdown in UK's 29-
17 win at Arkansas last Saturday.  

He'll take his hot streak into Saturday's 3:30 p.m. game against 
undefeated Georgia. Boone had his best game last season against 
Georgia with five receptions for 94 yards and two TDs.  

Boone had just two receptions for 27 yards in UK's first five games last 
season, because he had a hard time getting off the line of scrimmage 
against aggressive cornerbacks. But hard work with technique led to 
major improvement in that area and got him on the field a lot over the 
final six games, when he caught 18 passes for 241 yards and five 
touchdowns.  

Still, he began this season backing up Derek Abney at the "X'' receiver, 
while also working some as the backup to Ernest Simms at "H'' and 
Tommy Cook at "Z.'' Because of that, Boone didn't even catch a pass in 
UK's season-opening win over Louisville and had just five receptions for 
80 yards in the next two games.  

But with Simms struggling to catch the ball consistently, Boone began 
seeing more and more time at the "H'' receiver, which is the slot in UK's 
three-receiver formation. When he started making plays there he began 
to see even more time in the two- and three-receiver sets.  

UK's coaches had hoped Simms would evolve into a big-play threat at 
the `H' receiver, because of the mismatches the speedster could get on 
linebackers and safeties, but Boone has actually turned in more big 
plays and leads UK with 16.9 yards per reception.  

"Aaron is faster than people think he is,'' said wide receivers coach 
Harold Jackson. "He has that deceiving speed and kind of surprises 
you,. You think he doesn't have that type speed, but you get the ball in 
his hands he can make guys miss and he can beat them.''  

His ability to make plays has junior quarterback Jared Lorenzen looking 
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more and more for Boone in clutch situations, especially over the last 
game and a half. Boone made a leaping reception late in UK's 16-12 
loss to South Carolina to keep a drive alive that led to a first-and-goal at 
the South Carolina 7, and had two clutch catches in traffic to keep 
scoring drives alive against Arkansas.  

"Aaron has been the guy with the hot hand right now, and I think Jared 
really feels comfortable with Aaron,'' said UK coach Guy Morriss.  

UK offensive coordinator Brent Pease, a former quarterback who played 
briefly with the NFL's Houston Oilers, said quarterbacks often become 
comfortable with a different receiver for periods of time, and he agrees 
that Lorenzen feels comfortable throwing to Boone right now.  

"I think it is trusting a guy to make plays for you,'' said Pease. "Between 
him and Aaron it's a good feel for each other. There's some consistency 
and continuity in what they're doing and they kind of know where each 
other's going to be and it's just that factor of thinking with each other 
without communicating verbally.'' Lorenzen had a similar synergy with 
tight end Derek Smith in 2000 and with Abney last season.  

"You go out there and just find the hot guy,'' said Lorenzen. "I feel bad 
just throwing it to Aaron or just throwing it to Abney, but if those are the 
guys making the plays that's what you have to do. Aaron right now is 
catching everything, so I have to keep feeding him the ball. He's been 
unbelievable really the catches he's making.''  

Boone said it's been helpful playing the "H'' receiver in UK's three-
receiver sets, because it allows him a better matchup from a speed 
standpoint.  

"I really felt the matchup against Arkansas especially was a good one for 
me, because they went to man coverage and I'm used to the faster 
corner when I'm playing on the outside and now I'm playing on the 
inside going against a linebacker or strong safety or something and I 
feel I have an advantage on them, because they don't cover as well as 
the cornerbacks,'' said Boone.  

Boone has shown a penchant for finding the end zone in his two 
seasons at UK. Of his 42 career receptions, 11 have gone for 
touchdowns.  

"I started calling him Cris Carter around here,'' said Jackson. "The only 
thing he does is make touchdowns, and that's just fine with us.''  

NOTEWORTHY — The UK at Mississippi State game on Nov. 2 will be 
a live pay-per-view broadcast. Kickoff is 2:30 p.m. EST and will be 
carried on participating cable systems in Kentucky. It will also be 
broadcast on a delayed basis at 11:35 p.m. on the UK Television 
Network.  
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